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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF MAYOR AND 

ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF MILLINGTON, TENNESSEE 

HELD ON FEBRUARY 4, 2013 

  

CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND PRAYER 

 

  The Board of Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Millington, Tennessee met in 

regular session at Millington City Hall on February 4, 2013. The meeting was called to 

order at 6:00 p.m. and was opened with a prayer by Mr. Dagen. Mayor Jones led the 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL AND QUORUM DETERMINATION 

 

 The following members were present: 

 

Mayor Terry Jones 

Bethany Huffman 

Hank Hawkins 

Frankie Dakin 

Larry Dagen 

Thomas McGhee 

Chris Ford 

Mike Caruthers 

 
 A quorum being present, the following proceedings were held: 

 

MINUTES OF PRIOR MEETINGS 

 

  The minutes of the regular meeting held on January, 7 2013 had previously been 

given to the Aldermen. Upon motion by Mr. Dakin, seconded by Mr. Caruthers, the 

Board voted with six “ayes” to approve the January 7, 2013 meeting minutes. Mr. 

McGhee abstained. 

 

APPROVE MEETING AGENDA 

 

  Mayor Jones requested to add a presentation to the agenda by Shelby County 

Trustee, David Lenoir. Upon motion by Mr. McGhee, seconded by Mr. Hawkins, the 

Board voted unanimously to approve the agenda for the February 4, 2013 meeting.  

   

  Mayor Jones announced that several items discussed in the February 4, 2013 Work 

Session were left off of the agenda. He asked that those items be added to the next regular 

Board of Mayor and Aldermen meeting in March. Upon motion by Ms. Huffman, 

seconded by Mr. Dakin, the Board voted unanimously to add those missing items to the 

next agenda. 

 

PRESENTATION BY DAVID LENOIR, SHELBY COUNTY TRUSTEE 

 

  David Lenoir, Shelby County Trustee gave a presentation regarding the progress in 

the collection of Shelby County and City of Millington property taxes, as well as property 

sales. 

 

PRESENTATION OF VETERANS PARKWAY CORRIDOR STUDY 

 

 Darek Baskin, Director of Planning and Development, announced that the City 

hired a consulting team last fall to complete a corridor planning study for the existing 

Veterans Parkway. He introduced the consultant, Mr. Vince Thillen of ETI. Mr. Thillen 

introduced himself as the Project Manager. He also mentioned that there are five 

consultants involved with the project; ETI, Solomitto Land Planning, Fleming Architects, 

Marty Lipinski, and Brophe-Heineke. He then introduced Brenda Solomitto to present the 

proposed land use and zoning. Following Brenda Solomitto’s presentation, she 

introduced J.D. Caldwell with Fleming Architects. Mr. Caldwell introduced images of 

possible signage and building facades. Finally, Brenda Solomitto closed the presentation 
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by announcing that several workshops will be scheduled with the Mayor and Board of 

Aldermen, Planning Commission, and stakeholders to discuss the design guidelines. 

  

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

  Thomas Christie, City Manager, announced his recommendation that the Board 

approve Resolution 10-2013 to appoint an interim attorney, and then authorize the City 

Clerk to advertise for attorney services and schedule interviews before the Board so that 

the long-term service can be engaged.  

 

  Mr. Christie announced that he has contacted Municipal Technical Advisory 

Services, as encouraged by the Board, to determine if an outside evaluation study on City 

staffing and procedures could be done. MTAS did advise that these services are available. 

The study can be completed within 90 days. They are working on a timeline, as well as a 

quote. 

 

  Mr. Christie stated that he met with the City Clerk and Public Works Director to 

discuss the expedition of Rural Residential Zoning for the City, including the Lucy area. 

He announced that the process is time consuming and requires Planning Commission 

review, newspaper publishing, and then has to go back before the Board. 

 

  Mr. Christie announced that City’s ISO Public Protection Classification Summary 

Report has been received and that he and Chief Graves are in the process of reviewing the 

report and its implications. He will provide a detailed report to the Board at a subsequent 

meeting. He also announced that increases in dispatching fire costs have been proposed. 

He will bring forth more info as it becomes available. 

 

  Mr. Christie then announced that he and Mayor Jones have attended two meetings 

with LSSI regarding the Library. It was his recommendation to schedule a few small 

meetings involving one or two of the Board of Mayor and Aldermen, one or two Library 

Board members, himself, and the Mayor to discuss operational and budgetary issues of 

the library with LSSI. 

 

  He also stated that he has no updates regarding the sewer loan and renovation 

project that was discussed at the previous work session. 

 

  Mr. Christie announced that he has submitted to become a member of the 

Tennessee Manger’s Association, as required by his contract.  

 

  Mr. Christie then thanked the staff at City Hall for being so welcoming and 

accommodating. 

 

  To close the report, Mr. Christie announced that the Millington Star will be 

publishing the 2013 Reader’s Choice Woman and Man of the Year as Bethany Huffman 

and Thomas McGhee. 

 

  Alderman Hawkins stated that the City should not spend money on the MTAS 

employee review and that the City Manager should be producing his own report, as well. 

Alderman Ford asked if some department evaluation reports would be ready as soon as 

six months. Mr. Christie said it’s possible that some evaluations could be ready before six 

months. Alderman McGhee asked Mr. Christie if immediate changes in staff will be 

made, if needed. Mr. Christie assured the Board that if he sees a need, then immediate 

changes will be made. Mayor Jones asked Mr. Christie if he sees the need for MTAS to 

conduct a comprehensive final audit. After the review of the City’s most recent audit, Mr. 

Christie does not see the need in a comprehensive audit by MTAS. Mayor Jones also 

recommended that the school sales tax be listed as a separate line item in the City budget. 

Mr. Christie concurred. Alderman Caruthers requested a resolution for the school sales 

tax at the next meeting. Mayor Jones inquired about sales tax reports and John Trusty, 

Finance Director, Stated that the reports have not yet been received. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS - GENERAL 

 

  Terry Roland, Shelby County Commissioner, commented on David Lenoir’s 

presentation and asked all citizens to contact all commissioners and say no to a tax 

increase and no to a tax rate increase. Commissioner Roland also added comments 

regarding the school consolidation and a few new laws that have been passed. 

Commissioner Roland closed with announcing the importance of immediately annexing 

the 385 Corridor. 

 

  Ross Landrum recommended the City schedule a twice a week garbage pickup 

during the summer months. Mayor Jones made a request for that subject to be added to 

the next work session. Thomas Christie, City Manager, was asked to work on fees for 

different scenarios regarding trash pickup.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS - AGENDA ITEMS 

 

  Debra Sigee discussed the vote on Resolution 6-2013 on January 4, 2013. Ms. 

Sigee stated that Barbara Lapides acted on behalf of Thomas Christie instead of the City 

when Barbara Lapides recited Resolution 6-2013. Debra Sigee asked the Board to either 

not vote on Resolution 9-2013 or table Resolution 9-2013. She then discussed Resolution 

10-2013 to appoint Barbara Lapides as City attorney, temporary term. Debra Sigee 

recommended that the Board not reappoint Barbara Lapides as the City attorney.  

 

  Louise Kennon announced that she spoke with Mr. Christie earlier in the day 

regarding the items that Debra Sigee brought forth. She announced that she is opposed to 

the reappointment of Barbara Lapides as City attorney. She then announced that the 

people of Lucy need documentation to take to BFI in order to dump trash at no charge 

because the City residents are allowed to dump trash at BFI at no charge. She stated that 

she visited City Hall earlier in the day and when she asked the City Clerk for a copy of 

the agenda, she was given what the Mayor said was the wrong agenda. She then said that 

the City Clerk changed the agenda upon the Mayor’s request and when she visited Mr. 

Thomas Christie, he had the City Clerk change back the agenda. Ms. Kennon also 

announced that the Mayor should have the authority over setting the meeting agendas 

   

  Mayor Jones Stated that letters to the Lucy residents have been mailed regarding 

the available City services. Thomas Christie assured that the letters have indeed been 

sent. 

 

  Rhonda O’Dell cautioned the Board that the need for a Charter Commission is very 

critical. She also suggested that the Board either not vote on Resolution 9-2013 or table 

Resolution 9-2013. As a closing Statement, Ms. O’Dell requested that the department 

reports and financial reports still be received.  

 

  Dick Moore expressed his concern on the slow progress of the road closing at the 

dead end of Raleigh-Millington. He also stated that he is very unhappy with the lack of 

response he’s gotten on the waiver of fees for his nineteen flooded mobile homes. 

 

  Aldermen Caruthers requested that Darek Baskin give an update on the road. Darek 

Baskin, Public Works Director, gave an update on the extension of Church Street into 

Raleigh-Millington Road. Mr. Baskin Stated that construction began and the hindrance is 

due to power lines with cable wires that are hanging too low. The owner’s of the lines 

contacted MLG&W for the lines to be raised, but MLG&W quoted a fee that was rejected 

by the line owners. Next week the moving of the lines should take place and paving 

won’t begin until March. It was then brought about by Alderman Caruthers and Darek 

Baskin that the road would have been closed regardless of Veterans Parkway because of 

the railroad crossing. Alderman Hawkins stated that when the waiver of fees took place 

in May of 2010, the language should’ve been more definitive since there is no expiration 

on that fee waiver. Alderman McGhee addressed Mr. Moore about the nineteen flooded 

homes. Darek Baskin discussed the State inspection sticker process. It was then stated 

that Mr. Moore has a conflict with the electrical inspector. Darek Baskin said that in 

December of 2012 the inspection fee waiver was lifted.  
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  Ross Landrum commended Barbara Lapides and said he wouldn’t want to see 

Barbara Lapides go and he’d rather see someone sit with her and see how things are done 

before the City decides to let her go. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCE 2013-1 

 

  The next order of business was consideration of Ordinance 2013-1, as follows: 

 

          ORDINANCE 2013-1 

 

ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING PROCEDURE FOR REMOVAL OF MEMBERS  

OF CITY BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS WHO FAIL REGULARLY TO ATTEND 

MEETINGS OF THE BOARD OR COMMISSION TO WHICH THEY ARE 

APPOINTED 

 

 

  WHEREAS, the Board of Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Millington believes 

that it is important and in the best interest of the City for persons appointed by the Mayor 

and/or the Board to serve on City boards and commissions to attend regularly the 

meetings of the boards or commissions to which they are appointed, so that they may 

participate knowledgeably and actively in the business of such boards and commissions; 

 

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Mayor and Aldermen of 

the City of Millington, Tennessee, that all persons appointed by the Mayor and/or the 

Board to any City board or commission may be removed from such board or commission 

and replaced by an appointee to serve the remainder of such person’s unexpired term by 

majority vote of the Board of Mayor and Aldermen if they fail to attend a majority of the 

meetings of the board or commission to which they have been appointed during any 

consecutive twelve-month period.  

 

  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this Ordinance shall supersede and replace any 

ordinance of the City in effect at the time of adoption of this Ordinance 2013-1 that 

provides for any other method of removal of a member of a City board or commission. 

 

  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this Ordinance shall not apply under 

circumstances where its provisions for removal conflict with a statute of the State of 

Tennessee applicable to any City board or commission. 

 

  This Ordinance shall take effect upon its passage on third and final reading, the 

public welfare requiring it. 

  

  Mr. Hawkins Stated that the reason for this ordinance is to clean up the boards and 

commissions. Mr. Caruthers Stated that the different boards handle their own boards by 

cleaning up the by-laws and that he has already requested that the Housing Authority do 

this. Mr. Ford said they should police their own boards from within. Mr. Dakin requested 

that the Alderman assigned to the Planning Commission come back and report to the 

Board of Mayor and Aldermen. Ms. Huffman verified that the different boards will come 

back and report to the Board of Mayor and Aldermen when members do not attend the 

meetings and ask for replacement members by “self policing”. Mr. McGhee Stated that 

the Board of Mayor and Aldermen member that serves on the various boards will act as 

the liaison between the boards. Barbara Lapides suggested that the City send a respectful 

letter to the various board members stating that if they are no longer interested in serving 

on these boards, they should resign.  

 

  Upon motion by Mr. Caruthers, seconded by Mr. Ford, the Board voted 

unanimously to table Ordinance 2013-1. 

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION 7-2013 

 

 The next order of business was consideration of Resolution 7-2013. 
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RESOLUTION 7-2013 

 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING ALDERMAN MIKE CARUTHERS TO SERVE 

AS MEMBER OF MILLINGTON PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

 

     WHEREAS, Section 14-101 of the Millington Municipal Code provides that the  

   Board of Mayor and Alderman shall select an Alderman to serve on the Millington Planning  

   Commission; and 

 

     WHEREAS, the Board desires to appoint Alderman Mike Caruthers to serve on the   

   Planning Commission; 

 

        NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Mayor and Aldermen of the  

   City of Millington, Tennessee the Alderman Mike Caruthers be, and he/she hereby is,     

   appointed to serve on the Millington Planning Commission during his/her term of office. 

 

     This Resolution is adopted as of the 4
th

 day of February, 2013. 

 

  Upon motion by Mr. McGhee, seconded by Mr. Ford, the Board voted with six 

“ayes” to approve Resolution 7-2013. Mr. Caruthers abstained. 

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION 8-2013 

 

 The next order of business was consideration of Resolution 8-2013. 

 

RESOLUTION 8-2013 

 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING QUIT CLAIM DEED FROM CROSS-CREEK 

MILLINGTON, L.L.C. AND AGREEMENT FROM SHELBY MALL AGENCY 

CORPORATION RELATING TO COPPER CREEK DRIVE 

 

 

  WHEREAS, Copper Creek Drive is now and at all times since its construction has 

been considered and maintained by the City as a public City street; and 

 

  WHEREAS, no subdivision plat or other formal dedication of Copper Creek Drive 

was ever recorded in the Office of the Shelby County Register; and 

 

  WHEREAS, there is a dispute between Cross-Creek Millington, L.L.C.  

and Shelby Mall Agency Corporation as to the ownership of the real property that 

comprises Copper Creek Drive, and both entities have agreed to convey their interests in 

such property to the City of Millington for use as a public City street without 

consideration;  

 

  NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Mayor and Aldermen of 

the City of Millington, Tennessee, as follows: 

 

1. The City accepts the quit claim deed for Copper Creek Drive executed and 

delivered to the City by Cross Creek-Millington, L.L.C., which quit claim 

deed is attached to this Resolution as Exhibit A, pursuant to which Cross 

Creek-Millington, L.L.C. conveyed its interest in Copper Creek Drive to the 

City; 

 

2. The City accepts and approves the Agreement executed by Shelby Mall 

Agency Corporation, which Agreement is attached to this Resolution as 

Exhibit B, for conveyance of its interest in Copper Creek Drive to the City at 

such time as the dispute between Shelby Mall Agency Corporation and Cross 

Creek-Millington, L.L.C. has been resolved. 
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  This Resolution is adopted as of the 4
th

 day of February, 2013. 

 

  Upon motion by Ms. Huffman, seconded by Mr. Dakin, the Board voted 

unanimously to approve Resolution 8-2013. 

 

  City Attorney, Barbara Lapides Stated that there are two different documents, listed 

as Exhibit A, that give the City ownership of Copper Creek Drive. 

 

 

EXHIBIT A 
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CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION 9-2013 

 

 The next order of business was consideration of Resolution 9-2013. 

 

RESOLUTION 9-2013 

 

RESOLUTION RECONSIDERING RESOLUTION 6-2013, THE RESOLUTION 

AFFIRMING SUPPORT OF BOARD OF MAYOR AND ALDERMENFOR CITY 

MANAGER FORM OF GOVERNMENT ESTABLISHED BY CITY CHARTER 

AND CONFIRMING NO PRESENT INTENT TO AMEND CHARTERTO DIMINISH 

CITY MANAGER’S ROLE AND/OR AUTHORITY, AFTER VETO BY MAYOR 

 

  WHEREAS, at its regular meeting on January 7, 2013, the Board of Mayor and 

Aldermen unanimously adopted Resolution 6-2013, RESOLUTION AFFIRMING 

SUPPORT OF BOARD OF MAYOR AND ALDERMENFOR CITY MANAGER 

FORM OF GOVERNMENT ESTABLISHED BY CITY CHARTER AND 

CONFIRMING NO PRESENT INTENT TO AMEND CHARTERTO DIMINISH CITY 

MANAGER’S ROLE AND/OR AUTHORITY, as set out below; and  

 

  WHEREAS, Mayor Terry Jones thereafter vetoed Resolution 6-2013, and the 

Board desires to reconsider Resolution 6-2013 as provided by Section 4.10 of the City’s 

Charter and to adopt Resolution 6-2013 notwithstanding the Mayor’s veto;  

 

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Mayor and Aldermen of 

the City of Millington, Tennessee, the Resolution 6-2013 be, and the same hereby is, 

affirmed, approved and adopted by this Board, as follows:  

 

“RESOLUTION 6-2013 

 

RESOLUTION AFFIRMING SUPPORT OF BOARD OF MAYOR AND 

ALDERMENFOR CITY MANAGER FORM OF GOVERNMENT ESTABLISHED BY 

CITY CHARTER AND CONFIRMING NO PRESENT INTENT TO AMEND 
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CHARTERTO DIMINISH CITY MANAGER’S ROLE AND/OR AUTHORITY 

 

  WHEREAS, the Board of Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Millington has 

recently adopted a Charter that provides for a City Manager to serve as the chief 

administrative officer of the City; and  

 

  WHEREAS, the Board intends to appoint a Charter Review Commission to review 

and possibly revise certain provisions of the Charter;  

 

  WHEREAS, in order to clarify its intentions with regard to such review, the Board 

desires to confirm certain matters with respect to the form of government adopted by the 

Charter and the role and authority of the City Manager;  

 

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Mayor and Aldermen of 

the City of Millington, Tennessee, that the Board supports the City Manager form of 

government established by the City’s Charter and the role and authority of the City 

Manager as set out in Charter;  

 

  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in connection with such review and possible 

revision of some provisions of the Charter, the Board has no intent to amend or revise the 

Charter in a way that would diminish the role and/or authority of the City Manager.”  

 

  This Resolution 9-2013 and Resolution 6-2013 are adopted and shall be effective, 

as of the 4th day of February, 2013. 

 

  No motions were made on Resolution 9-2013. Therefore, Resolution 9-2013 and 

Resolution 6-2013 failed due to lack of motion. Barbara Lapides Stated that under 

Robert’s Rules of Order discussion cannot progress since the resolution is a dead subject. 

Mr. Dakin Stated that he will discuss during Board Reports at the end of the meeting. 

 

   

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION 10-2013 

 

 The next order of business was consideration of Resolution 10-2013. 

 

 

RESOLUTION 10-2013 

 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING BARBARA LAPIDES AS INTERIM CITY 

ATTORNEY 

 

  WHEREAS, the Board desires to appoint Barbara Lapides as City Attorney on an 

interim basis and she has agreed to serve in such capacity; 

 

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Mayor and Aldermen of 

the City of Millington, Tennessee, that Barbara Lapides be, and she hereby is, appointed 

to serve as Millington City Attorney on an interim basis until a new City Attorney is 

appointed by the Board. 

 

  No motions were made on Resolution 10-2013. Therefore, Resolution 10-2013 

failed due to lack of motion. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF FARMER’S MARKET GRANT 

 

 The next order business, Todd Goode, Director of Arts and Recreation, presented a 

100% $1,500 grant for a message center at the Farmer’s Market. Ms. Huffman asked why 

the grant is on the agenda if it’s already been done. John Trusty, Finance Director, Stated 

that by State law, the Board of Mayor and Aldermen are to accept grants before 

expenditure and that the City budget ordinance has a provision when a grant is accepted 

by resolution, the budget can be amended as an administrative function by increasing the 

revenue and line item. Ms. Huffman verified that instead of approving the grant 

beforehand, the Board is really accepting/receiving the funds. 
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 Upon motion by Ms. Huffman, seconded by Mr. McGhee, the Board voted 

unanimously to approve the Farmer’s Market Grant attached as Exhibit A. 

 

EXHIBIT A  
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PUBLIC REVIEW OF CITY OF MILLINGTON TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS 

FOR SUBMISSION TO THE MEMPHIS METROPOLITAN PLANNING 

ORGANIZATION 

 

  The next order business, Darek Baskin presented the following proposed City of 

Millington applications for transportation projects for submission to the Memphis 

Metropolitan Planning Organization: 

 

 Navy Road at Church Street, addition of a southbound turn-lane and new mast 

arm signal poles – Projected Total = $530,000 / City’s Responsibility = $106,000 

 New Bridge Constructed over Big Creek on Raleigh-Millington Road, 

replacement of north and southbound bridges into one bridge – Projected Total = 

$5,600,000 / City’s Responsibility = $1,100,000 

 Paving of Raleigh-Millington Road, Amherst to Sykes and construct bicycle 

 lanes – Projected Total = $710,000 / City’s Responsibility = $142,000 

 Extension of Singleton Parkway through the Industrial Development Board 

Property – Projected Total = $13,000,000 / City’s Responsibility $2,000,000 
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 Extension of Wilkinsville Road (Glencoe Way) - Projected Total = $12,000,000 /  

City’s Responsibility = $1,600,000 

 Paving of Wilkinsville, from West Union to City Limits – Projected Total =  

$586,000 / City’s Responsibility = $117,000 

 Widening of Big Creek Church Road, with bicycle lanes – Projected Total = 

$1,500,000 / City’s Responsibility = $300,000 

 Navy Rd Streetscape Improvements (Second Phase) – Projected Total = 

$2,500,000 / City’s Responsibility = $380,000 

 

  Mr. Baskin stated that these proposed grants are funded by 80% federal highway 

and 20% local match. He announced that if these projects are approved by the MPO; they 

will go back before the Board of Mayor and Aldermen to check funding availability. Mr. 

McGhee inquired on additional projects, such as repaving Sykes Road. Mr. Baskin said 

that it is possible to amend the tip. Mr. McGhee said he would like to see Sykes Road 

widened and the addition of bike lanes.  

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF PICTOMETRY CONTRACT 

 

 The next order of business, Fire Chief Gary Graves presented a Pictometry 

Contract with Shelby County Government. He stated that the monies will not come out 

until the fiscal year of 2014. He also said that the Pictometry is utilized by many 

departments and the City’s portion of the contract is for two years and the total is 

$5,398.83. He announced that the Pictometry will be available through a password 

protected website or can be added to the City’s server. Mr. Caruthers verified that this 

contract has a two-year cycle. Chief Graves stated that this is the first time that the City 

will be participating in this contract. 

 

 Upon motion by Mr. Caruthers, seconded by Mr. Hawkins, the Board voted 

unanimously to approve the Pictometry Contract attached as Exhibit A. 
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EXHIBIT A 
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CONSIDERATION OF CHANGE ORDER # 62 FOR VETERANS PARKWAY 

PROJECT 

 

  The next order of business, Darek Baskin, Director of Planning & Economic 

Development presented changes order # 62 for the Veterans Parkway construction 

project. Mr. Baskin explained that this change order is for the approval of bituminous fuel 

adjustments in the amount of $24,506.76, which leaves an overall project total of 

$21,120,676.41. City Manager, Mr. Thomas Christie asked the percentage of project 

completion. Darek Baskin Stated that construction is 95% complete and it’s less than 1% 

over the budgeted amount. 
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 Upon motion by Mr. McGhee, seconded by Mr. Dagen, the Board voted 

unanimously to approve the Change Order #62 attached as Exhibit A.  

 

 

 

EXHIBIT A 
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CONSIDERATION OF RESCHEDULING REGULAR BMA MEETING IN MARCH 

OF 2013 

 

  The next order of business, Mayor Jones requested that the next regular Board of 

Mayor and Alderman meeting be rescheduled to Tuesday, March 5
th

, due to a schedule 

conflict with the TML Conference in Nashville. 

 

  Upon motion by Mr. Hawkins, seconded by Mr. Ford, the Board voted 

unanimously to approve the rescheduling of the regular Board of Mayor and Aldermen 

meeting to Tuesday, March 5
th

. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF APPOINTING BOARD MEMBER AS VICE MAYOR  

 

  The next order of business, Mayor Jones requested nominations for the office of 

Vice Mayor. Mr. Dagen nominated Mr. Frankie Dakin. Nomination failed due to lack of 

motion. Mr. Dakin nominated Mr. Hank Hawkins. Nomination failed due to lack of 

motion. Ms. Huffman asked if Mr. Ford and Mr. Caruthers are interested. Mr. Ford said 

he would do it.  

 

  Upon motion by Ms. Huffman, seconded by Mr. Dagen, the Board, excluding Mr. 

Ford, voted unanimously to appoint Chris Ford as Vice Mayor. 

 

  Mr. Chuck Hurt announced that he is not in agreement of the six month time frame 

that has been set for the widening of Church Street. He voiced his concern that his 

tenant’s businesses will suffer if it takes six months to complete the project. Mr. Hurt 

recommended that the project be done in two different phases. Mr. Dagen agreed with 

Mr. Hurt. Director of Planning and Development, Darek Baskin said that Mr. Hurt 

received an e-mail that read the City will be dividing the project into phasing, as 

recommended by Mr. Hurt. Mr. Baskin said that the City is trying to cut the time limit to 

four months and it will be done in phasing. Mr. Baskin said that Navy Road will stay 

open at all times and a there will be a staging lot on City property, so equipment will not 

be left on Mr. Hurt’s property unless absolutely necessary. Mr. Baskin said that he cannot 

guarantee a ninety day time period, but he is planning on negotiating with the contractor. 

Mr. Baskin stated that this project was rescinded by the State in 2009 among many other 

projects. Mr. Baskin said that after lobbying with the State, the project is back on track 

now and the State has turned it over to the City for local management. Mr. Baskin 

verified that it is a State funded project and will come out for bid so that Mr. Hurt is made 

aware of everything before the Board approves. 

 

BOARD REPORTS 

 

  Ms. Huffman commended the meeting attendees for their interest and support of 

the City. She stated that it has been asked of Mr. Christie and Major Jones to work 

together on a timely publication of the agenda so that the public can be made aware of the 

agenda items well ahead of time. She also requested that Mayor Jones and Mr. Christie 

work on the appointment of the Charter Review Commission and the appointment of a 

City attorney. 

 

  Ms. Louise Kennon Stated that there are three different departments; Executive, 

Legislative, and Administrative. Ms. Kennon said these departments are not clear. She 

also said that the website does not make things as clear as they should be.  

 

  Mr. McGhee expressed the importance of being clear on all issues. He said there is 

a process with every event and he assured that the correct process will be followed. In 

defense of Mr. Christie, he stated that Mr. Christie did the right thing by his insistence 

with the original agenda and not making any changes. Mayor Jones announced that there 

was a failure of communication regarding the meeting agenda. 

 

  Mr. Caruthers, in regards to Dick Moore and the inspection fees, stated that the 

Board should come to an agreement on these issues. Mr. Dick Moore announced that 

there was a meeting with the State regarding the required decals and said that decals are 
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not an issue. Since the City requires a fee as well as the State, Mr. Moore expressed that 

he challenged the decal requirement. Mr. Moore said that in the past, the City did not 

require a State decal. Mr. Moore said that he is ready for inspections but will not allow 

the City’s electrical inspector to do them. He then agreed that he will call the City when 

he is ready for inspections. He said he was approached in the wrong way by the City’s 

electrical inspector. Mr. Christie verified that once the required sticker is in the electrical 

panel box, the City will inspect upon request. Mr. McGhee verified that the City will not 

charge fees for the nineteen additional flooded units. Mr. Baskin requested that the Board 

propose a resolution or make a motion that all flooded home inspection fees be waived. 

Mr. Baskin also requested clarification on the City’s electrical inspector. Major Jones 

said the Board will talk about this issue in the next work session. 

  

  Mr. Dagen asked for clarification on the purpose of a courtesy sewer cleanout. He 

also inquired about the cost and how the City benefits from cleaning out a sewer line. Mr. 

Darek Baskin stated that if the sewer service line is backed up on the City’s side, then the 

City does a cleanout. If it is on the homeowner’s side of the line, it is the homeowner’s 

responsibility. Mr. Dakin also asked if we were opening ourselves up for liability. Mr. 

Thomas Christie said if the work is being done within the City’s easement, we are not 

liable. Mr. Christie said the City is obligated to correct any problems that the City has 

caused. Mr. Dagen asked if it is available to every citizen. Mr. Christie verified that it is 

available to everyone on a case-by-case matter, if the City has caused the problem. Mr. 

Dagen asked what determines a courtesy cleanout. Darek Baskin said that when a 

plumber calls, the City looks at the problem and if it’s on the City’s side of the line, the 

City does the cleanout. Ms. Huffman said that the calls are initiated by a plumber or a 

professional other than the homeowner. 

   

ADJOURNMENT 

 

  There being no further business, upon motion by Mr. McGhee, seconded by Mr. 

Hawkins and the unanimous vote of the Aldermen, the meeting was adjourned at 8:35 

p.m. 

 

  

 

 

 

               ____________________________  

               Terry Jones, Mayor 

 

 

               ____________________________ 

               Lorrie Leach, City Clerk 

 

 


